
  

  

Nobilon and CoroNovative join forces in virus discovery program 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, June 14, 2006 — Akzo Nobel’s Nobilon International 
business, active in the field of human vaccines, is to work together with the 
Dutch Erasmus Medical Center’s spin-off, CoroNovative BV, to expand and accelerate 
CoroNovative’s virus discovery program. 
 
Both companies have signed a joint R&D agreement to use their proprietary and proven 
technologies for discovering new viruses that cause a variety of diseases—including 
conditions in which no infectious agents have so far been recognized—which will aid the 
development of novel treatments. 
 
Under the terms of the agreement, Nobilon will provide research funding and know-how to 
CoroNovative in exchange for preferential access to intellectual property outside the field of 
diagnostics. CoroNovative will choose an additional strategic partner in the field of in-vitro 
diagnostics. 
 
Located in Rotterdam, CoroNovative is a privately held company whose Chief Scientific 
Officer is Albert Osterhaus, the Chief of Virology at Rotterdam’s Erasmus Medical Center, 
from which CoroNovative was spun off in 2004. “Until now we have been very successful in 
finding new human and animal viruses,” explained Prof Osterhaus. “This collaboration will 
put even more people in the labs with obvious results.”  
 
He added that the collaboration will place special emphasis on respiratory syndromes, 
building on notable recent discoveries relating to SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome) and another newly discovered human coronavirus (hCoV-NL63). 
 
“The collective know-how and expertise of our pharmaceutical businesses is substantial and 
there is obvious potential for them to benefit from this virus discovery initiative, which will aid 
the future development of new treatments for a variety of diseases,” added Toon Wilderbeek, 
member of Akzo Nobel’s Board of Management responsible for Pharma. 
 
Nobilon’s R&D Director, Han van den Bosch, also expressed his delight at joining forces with 
CoroNovative to conduct such important research. He said: “This agreement fits perfectly 
into the strategy of Nobilon and Intervet—to identify new targets for disease prevention or 
intervention in order to improve human and animal health.”  
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Note for the editor 
Akzo Nobel is a Global Fortune 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges.  
It is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 61,500 people and conduct our activities in four segments − human and animal health, coatings 
and chemicals − subdivided into 13 business units, with operating subsidiaries in more than 80 countries. Consolidated 
revenues for 2005 totaled EUR 13.0 billion. The financial results for the second quarter will be published on July 20, 2006.  
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com
 
Not for publication – for more information 
 
CoroNovative BV 
Contact: James Simon, CEO, tel. +31 10 408 80 64 
 
Akzo Nobel nv 
Corporate Media Relations, tel. +31 26 366 43 43 
Contact: Patricia Janssen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com. The 2005 Annual Report on Form 20-F will be available at the end of the second quarter of 2006. 
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
 

 

http://www.akzonobel.com/

